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Video Worksheet: Jim Lehrer’s News Hour/ Electoral College

What is the major thesis of this essay?


The purpose of the essay is expounding upon the Electoral College. The Electoral College works, and it achieved what the Founding Fathers intended, which was a congress’s will over that of a popular mandate. This is our system and it is a good one, though it is the wild card in the founding fathers deck in terms of its wackiness. This best approximates the thesis. 

What points does the author offer to prove his thesis?

Idiosyncrasy number one is that no federal law requires the elector to vote a certain way. This seems odd, but things have changed since the Founding Fathers built this, namely the development of the two-party system. Maine and Nebraska are divergent in that their electoral vote are not all given one way or the other depending on majority, but given out individually based on the precints’ votes. 

In your opinion, does the author effectively prove his thesis?

There is really nothing to prove, but this does give the general gist of the electoral college, though I was frustrated by the brevity of the piece. However, just sketching it out does not give us an idea of how it is the ‘joker in the deck,’ and comparison with other election method here in the states and elsewhere would’ve been helpful.

What concluding observations does the author make?


The system favors small states, because they would be ignored in a popular vote campaign in favor of places with larger populations. Additionally they have more electoral votes for their population and can have sway in the election. Of course there are arguments against this ‘archaic’ institution and pressure has been exerted to do away with this in favor of a popular vote, mainly because it would then open the door for third parties and the new ideas that they tote along with them.

The assignment is pledged: _____________________
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